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Teacher Education 

May 1
st
 through May 10

th
- 

Advising and registration 

Period 

Tuesday, May 10
th

- Semester 

ends, all grades due by 3 pm. 

May 2
nd- 

May 6
th

- Finals week 

May 6
th

- Last day of Classes 

May 7
th

- Commencement 

The purpose of education is to replace 

an empty mind with an open one. 

 ~Malcolm Forbes                                           
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We haven’t seen any robins yet this spring on the Lock 

Haven University campus, but we’ve seen plenty of visitors.  

Many of these visitors have interacted with our Teacher 

Education faculty, staff, and students. 

On February 13 and 20th, respectively, students from regional schools 

participated in the Shakespeare competition, sponsored by the Central 

Pennsylvania English Speaking Union, and the Region #5 National History 

Day competition, co-sponsored by Lock Haven University and Central 

Intermediate Unit #10.  Faculty and students from the College of Liberal Arts 

and Education judged student competitors at both events.  The Grade 6-12 

students who participated greatly enjoyed visiting the campus and interacting 

with us.  We may have recruited some future English and Social Studies 

education majors from among this group of budding young scholars. 

The Board of Examiners from the Council for the Accreditation of Educator 

Programs (CAEP) conducted our reaccreditation visit from February 28-March 

1.  During the visit, the examiners met with Lock Haven faculty, staff, 

administrators, students, alumni, and community partners.  The crowning 

event was a poster session that occurred on February 28th in the Durrwachter 

Alumni Conference Center during the late afternoon. Education majors 

presented their best projects and represented their student organizations, 

faculty answered questions about their programs, alumni discussed their Lock 

Haven experiences, and cooperating teachers described their partnerships with the 

university.  I am very proud of the high level of professionalism and dedication 

exhibited by those who attended both this meeting and the other meetings held 

with the Board of Examiners.  The initial exit report was quite positive, and we 

look forward to reading the examiners’ report within the next month. 

A message from Dean Rimby 

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Education 
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Lock Haven University’s Common Core partnership continues with the school 

districts represented within IU #10.  On March 14th we’re co-hosting a public 

issues forum on “Testing in Education,” with panelists from regional school 

districts, the Intermediate Unit, and Lock Haven University.  The event takes 

place in the Hamblin Hall of Flags within the Robinson Teaching and 

Learning Center from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Over the past few weeks I’ve I had the pleasure of meeting many alumni at 

History Day and the CAEP poster session.  I’ve been proud of the way you have 

represented your Alma Mater and the work that you are doing on behalf of 

PreK-12 learners.  If you’re visiting Lock Haven, feel free to stop by my office 

in Sloan 105-107 to say hello.  

Lock Haven University hosts its spring Admissions Open Houses on 

Saturday, March 19th and Saturday, April 9th.    If you are a prospective 

student or parent, interested in one of our teacher education courses, please 

consider attending.  Our faculty, students, and I are eager to meet you and 

excited about our programs. 
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 On January 
5th eighteen students 
from LHU traveled to 
the Dominican Republic 
for a 10 day learning 
experience as a part of a 
Special Education course 
taught by Dr.  Jane 
Penman.  The students 
went prepared to teach 
in two very different 
schools.  The first 
teaching experience was 
in Haina at a public 
school where all of the students speak Spanish.  The challenge for the LHU 
students was to be able to model, demonstrate, and provide visuals to teach key 
concepts given the language barrier.  The second teaching experience was at a 
small international located in Las Terrenas on the north coast of the DR.  This 
experience involved planning for a two day science fair around the selected 
theme, “Under the Sea.”  The students demonstrated outstanding differentiation 
as they adapted lessons not only for the multiple languages, but also for students 
grades Pre-k through grade 8.  Both teaching experiences, as well as the 
participation in several service projects, served to broaden the student’s 
knowledge about differences in cultural values and school systems. 
   

After traveling through the country and learning about the culture, the 
students were posed with the following question for which they were to respond 
for their final writing assignment.  “If you had unlimited resources and could 
change one thing in the Dominican Republic that would improve the lives of the 
people who live here, what would you change and why?  What impact would this 
change have?  Included in this newsletter are two reflective essays written by 
Kassandra Rae, a Prek-grade 4 major, and Sarah Gavlock, a Secondary Education 
major seeking certification in Earth and Space Science, General Science, and 

Special Education.  
 
  

Dominican Republic Learning Experience for Special Education Students 
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“Everything makes sense in its own context.” Jose said this to use on our 

first day in Las Terrenas, and this trip has proven that to be true. One thing in 

particular that has stood out as a serious issue is the education system. This 

country doesn’t seem to value it as much as they should. They don’t have enough 

schools, nor do they have an appropriate curriculum. They don’t have the 

recourses they need, either. If it were possible to come back down to the 

Dominican Republic with unlimited resources, these things would, no doubt, be 

the main focus.  

Schools seem to be 

scarce in this country. 

Whether that be due to low 

demand or lack of 

resources. Either way, there 

aren’t enough schools for 

the number of children. 

With unlimited resources, 

there would be a school 

built in, at least, every city. 

The children need to 

become familiarized and 

comfortable with the idea of school. They need to know that school is going to be 

an everyday occurrence and become excited about going and learning! Some of 

the children in this country have the desire to go to school but have no means of 

transportation. There would be buses that would go throughout the town, 

stopping at certain points to pick the children up. Having transportation to and 

from school will change the way Dominicans view education. They’ll start seeing 

and feeling that their children deserve to go to school and somebody out there 

cares about them. The more schools available, the higher the increase in 

education.  

A second thing that unlimited resources would contribute to would be the 

curriculum. There would be standards set in place so, similar to America, children 

would have learned the same topics at different schools. The curriculum wouldn’t 

Perspective on Educating Children in the Dominican Republic 

by Kassandra Rae (PreK-4 Major) 
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be as strict as it is in America, what with all the standardized tests. The main 

purpose would be to help the teachers teach what the children need to know. 

And being in that culture, the curriculum needs to be relevant. There should be 

topics taught that deal with the garbage issues, the population, and even food. 

Having a curriculum that reflects the needs of the community will impact them in 

such a positive way that it may even change their way of life. They would be more 

educated on how to properly dispose of trash. They would be educated on how to 

use what the learned about trash to grow food more effectively. They would also 

have some type of sex-ed. The amount of children per adult is a huge part of the 

issues in the Dominican. Children need to learn this type of stuff at as young of an 

age as possible.  

A third and final aspect of education that having unlimited resources would 

help, is the amount of recourses the schools have. There would be materials for 

centers in the elementary grades and space for real science experiments for those 

in high school. Having the resources and materials they need to be successful will 

not only expand children’s’ education, but also encourage them to be at school 

longer. Children should be learning something in school, no matter what or how 

small it is. Increasing the amount of time they’re there will increase their 

excitement and motivation to actually go to school so they can eventually better 

their lives.  

In conclusion, unlimited resources to put toward education in the 

Dominican Republic would positively affect every person’s life. Some may be 

affected sooner than others, but it would eventually reach everyone. Building 

more schools that lasted longer and involved an organized and appropriate 

curriculum has the possibility to change that entire country.  
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 A major problem facing 

many areas of the Dominican 

Republic is the abundance of 

trash in the streets, homes, 

and communities.  To fix this 

issue, you would need ample 

amounts of money to 

construct more landfills.  Also 

the government officials 

would need to implement 

laws and punishments for 

littering.  By having places to put the garbage, and support from the government, 

the people of the Dominican Republic would live cleaner and healthier lives. 

 The first thing that would need to happen to rid the country of the massive 

pollution is constructing landfills.  These landfills would need to be properly lined 

and have proper drainage as to not contaminate what limited water supply they 

have.  This would ultimately be a huge expense.  However, it would be creating 

jobs, for locals.  The construction of the landfill itself would be employing many 

people, as would the people it would take to continue maintaining and in running 

the landfill after it is completed.  Also, small garbage truck companies would have 

reason to start up and be doing daily garbage runs.   

 Once landfills have been constructed, laws would need to be enforced to 

maintain the amount of trash in the community and streets.  If a person is found 

littering, a fine should be issued by local police officials.  Since most of the 

Dominicans that are littering are very poor, an option of community service 

should be offered.  The government would also need to offer free garbage 

disposal to the communities, and pay locals to clean up the existing trash 

problem.  With the laws being enforced, there would be improvement.   

 Having clean streets and communities would also improve the overall 

health of the Dominicans.  Walking through dirty water, animal carcasses and 

other unclean settings is not a good thing for human health.  By cleaning the 

Perspective on Life in the Dominican Republic  
By Sarah Gavlock (Secondary Science Education Major with Dual Certification in Special Education) 
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streets and streams, water pollution would also greatly decrease.  The run-off 

from the rain would not be carrying contaminates into the waterways.  Water 

pollution destroys ecosystems of the animals that the locals eat.  The animals, 

fish, and plants would also be healthier.  Future generations would be the ones 

benefiting from this clean up.  But starting now would only help. 

 The lack of landfills and enforced laws concerning garbage in the Dominican 

Republic is a serious issue.  By constructing landfills, not only would the streets 

and communities become cleaner, but it would create many jobs that could also 

help the local people.  With support from the government and law enforcement, 

the streets will be kept cleaner.  Offering free garbage services would also be an 

incentive for people.  If there was no more trash in the streets of the Dominican 

Republic, the country would be overall healthier.  The vegetation, water and 

animals would not be polluted.  Also the people would not be living in their own 

filth.  The Dominican Republic is a beautiful country, but it is truly a shame that 

the trash covers most of that beauty.  With unlimited funds, the Dominican 

Republic would be a cleaner place.   
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On Sunday, Feb 7th, 

Health and Physical 

Education majors Erin 

McDonough and 

Haylea Myers traveled 

to State College with 

Dr. Cathy Traister to 

help the State College 

School District offer a 

Jump Rope for Heart 

event. All of the State 

College elementary 

schools participated in 

this event which 

provides funds for the 

American Heart 

Association.  Students in partners jumped rope for 30 minutes. Then parents and 

family members were asked to join the students for long rope jumping. The State 

College JRFH program is led by Mr. Steve Kurzinger and Mrs. Stacy McDermit, 

both LHU Health and Physical Education alumni. Over the 10 years that SCSD has 

sponsored the event they have raised almost $500,000 for the American Heart 

Association. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 HPE Majors and Dr. Cathy Traister Assist School District with a Jump Rope for Heart Event 

 To Raise Funds for the American Heart Association 
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HPE Jump Rope for Heart Event on Campus Raises over  
One Thousand Dollars for the American Heart Association 

 

The Health and Physical Education student majors club (LHUAHPERD) hosted its 

2nd annual Jump Rope for Heart event on campus April 26th.  Dr. Traister and Dr. 

Cengiz Yakut, faculty advisors for the student majors club, worked with the HPE 

majors to organize the event and raise funds for the American Heart Association 

through the event.  Students sought donations individually associated with the 

event that has the students jumping rope in a variety of ways for the entire 

duration of the even (approximately 75 minutes).  The majors club and several 

PreK-4 majors in Dr. Traister’s course on elementary physical education teaching 

methods collected $1,095 this year for the American Heart Association.   
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Professor Richards'  ELML321 (Language Arts for the Elementary/Middle 

Level Learner) class teamed up with Lock Haven Catholic's 7th & 8th graders for a 

"Battle of the Books."  Students competed to be the Grand Champion at the COS 

in the Student Rec Center on campus on April 20, 2016.  Students are tasked with 

reading 12 adolescent books (including Newberry Award winners); they are 

competing in teams against each other in a series of elimination rounds.  This 

class organized this event from the "ground up:" choosing, reading, and writing 24 

questions for each book, organizing the schedule, advertising, soliciting funds, 

visiting Lock Haven Catholic school to introduce the "Battle" and deliver books, as 

well as actually running the event. 

  

Battle of the Books 

Professor Kathy Richards 

Victoria Nork 

Alexa Mantle 

Sara Blondina 

Rajah Lehr 

Shaleigh Confer 

 

And a special thanks to: 

Dr. Priya Poehner 

Sarah Collier 

Courtney Brown 

LHU’s Middle Level 

Education Program ELML 

321: 

Regina Beers 

Makenzie Sullivan 

 

H O S T E D  

B Y :  
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The 15th annual Kent’s Fest was held in the East Campus Gymnasium on April 

22nd. The musical talent show for adults and children with Disabilities went on 
from 9 A.M- 2 P.M. The theme this year was “Dancing Through the Decades” and 
about 450 participants showed off their talent in over 33 acts. This event was 
hosted by LHU’s Department of Special Education and the Council for Exceptional 
Children student group. The celebration is held in memory of LHU alumni Kent 
Glossner, a special education teacher and musician who passed away in 2001. 
Kent’s fest was made possible by the Clinton County Community Foundation, 
Central Intermediate Unit #10, LHU’s Council for Exceptional Children and 
Department of Special Education, Kelly Kronik- The Shirt Lady, Bill Baney- DJ 
Service, 40&8 Club 903, Sons of Italy, Denise Shoemaker, Tym De Santo, Lawrence 
Glossner, Kevin Glossner, Kelly Quaintance, and the volunteers of the festival.  

 

Teacher Education Graduate Studies Professors Present 
 at National Conference in April 

 

Dr. Jessica Hosley and Dr. Nate Hosley presented at the National Student Teaching 
and Supervision Conference April 29, 2016 on “Elementary Science Partnerships: 
A Model that Supports Involvement of Student Teachers”. The session focused on 
Dr. Jessica Hosley’s Demystifying Monarchs life science theme and the roles of 
University Student Teacher Supervisors, student teachers, and cooperating 
teachers as a team that can work together for benefit of our youngest future 
scientists.  The implications for student’s Teacher Work Samples and other 
significant student teacher involvement were discussed. The two LHU teacher 
education faculty members facilitated discussion about various models for 
partnership that included field trips, in-vivo student exploration, creating life cycle 
observation centers, creating habitat, standards centered lesson planning, 
extending existing curriculum to increase possibilities for differentiation, 
understanding impacts on communities by exploring habitat loss, and other 
issues. The session concluded by generating possibilities for extending the 
content to other areas of science.  

  

Kent’s Fest 
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The Early Childhood 
Student Group is an 
awesome club that gives you 
the chance to build 
relationships with other Lock 
Haven students, to get to 
know some of the early 
childhood professors, and 
work with the local Lock 
Haven community.  This club 
offers many fun 
opportunities to work with 
children of all ages and helps 
you receive more hands-on 
experiences that can aide 
you in your future career.   
 We had another great semester full of different events that we participated 
in.  In February our club worked together at the Pub and tied no-sew blankets for 
Project Linus.  All the blankets we tied were donated to children in need in 
Rwanda.  In March we volunteered at Step Inc., which is a non-profit community 
action agency that provides an array of services to low income and diverse 
families.  During this event, we were asked to watch children while their parents 
attended a workshop.  In April we raised money for the fight against cancer in the 
campus’ event, Relay for Life.  Our club members raised $725.00! Also, in April we 
volunteered at the Children’s Festival.  This is a fun event where children from the 
Lock Haven community come to the student recreation center and celebrate 
earth day by playing games, making crafts, and learning about how to keep our 
earth clean. 

 The Early Childhood Student Group club is open to any students at 

Lock Haven University who would like to join.  It really is a great opportunity to 

work with children, and become more active in your education. 

 

 

Early Childhood Student Group 
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Kara Frantz was awarded the Outstanding English Major of the Year 

award for the 2014-15 academic year. Attached is a picture of Kara with 

the plaque she received in the fall and Dr. Alyce Baker. 

 

Also, Congratulations to Kara Frantz, Secondary English, who earned 

the 2nd highest GPA for graduating seniors in the College of Liberal Arts 

and Education! 

 

Outstanding English Major of the Year 
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Outstanding Freshman- Kim Klinger 

Outstanding Sophomore- Ben Rubert 

Outstanding Junior- Bre Grove 

Outstanding Future Professional- Haylea Myers 

Outstanding Fall 2015 Student Teachers- Heather Specht and Casey Hedrick 

Outstanding Spring 2016 Student Teachers- Haylea Myers and Richard Goodge 

Outstanding Service in Health and Physical Education- Erin McDonough 

Outstanding Student, HPE in the Correctional Setting- Ali Zaire 

Outstanding Student in Health Education- Haylea Myers 

Violet Baumgardner Award- Nate Hartlieb 

Jean F. Deobold Memorial Scholarship- Haylea Myers 

Catherine and Leon de Wette Memorial Scholarship- Bre Grove 

Dr. Dora Vandine Physical Education Scholarship- Lauren Lucas 

               Elizabeth Zimmerli Scholarship- Blaze Buckwalter 

     M. Nadine Zimmerman ’55 Scholarship- Shane Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Physical Education Awards 
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Secondary Physics Education major, Brett 
Brett Powell (Watsontown, PA), has been 
awarded a Barbara Lotze Scholarships for 
Future Teachers through the American 
Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT). These 
scholarships, supported by an endowment 
funded by Barbara Lotze, are available only to 
U.S. citizens attending U.S. schools enrolled, or 
planning to enroll, in physics teacher 
preparation curricula. Recipients receive a 
stipend of up to $2,000 and a complimentary  
AAPT Student Membership for one year.  

 

 
 

 Scholarships for Secondary English Majors
The following Secondary English majors were awarded scholarships 
from LHU for next academic year:  
 
Trent Wisler 
Kealy Wassil 
Diosanny Rivera-Placido 
Kristin Davis 
Kimberly Bressler 
Morgan Bittner 
Sierra Aichner.   
 

  

American Association of Physics Teachers Award 

Scholarship to LHU Secondary Physics Education Major  
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Field Hockey Division 1 National Academic Squad: Tamia Roach and Rachel 

Valentine 

Field Hockey All-Academic Team: Rachael Valentine 

Softball 2014-15 National Fast pitch Coaches Association All-America Scholar-

Athlete: MaKaylah Holbert and Moriah Lindsey 

2015 Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches’ Association Honor Roll: Taylor 

Klunk and Melinda Wojt 

2015-16 Wrestling EWL All-Academic Team: Tristan Sponseller, Brad Emerick, Joe 

Ghione, and David Sheesley 

Cross Country All-Academic Team Honors: Lizzy Duguid and Sarah Wirth 

LHU Athletics 4.0 GPA Club Members: Vince Fadale, Corina Robbins, Elena 

Shields, Katie Sick, Lindsay Walbrandt, Michelle Cuomo, Haylea Myers, Taylor 

Andress, Brandon Byrne, Abbey Noble, Stephanie Doherty, and Tristan Sponseller 

 

 

  

Teacher Education Student-Athlete Academic Honors 
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Health & Physical Education Partners with Keystone Central for 3rd 

Annual PSSA Celebration: Basketball Event at Thomas Field House 

On April 26th, LHU’s HPE students and Dr. Kim Everhart partnered with Dickey and 
Mill Hall Elementary Schools for the 3rd Annual Celebration of the PSSA Exam 
Completion for the academic year. Principals Mike Hall and Steve Kreger worked 
with Dr. Everhart to organize this event that highlighted the schools’ own 4th and 
5th grade boys’ and girls’ basketball teams as well as recognizing the extra-
curricular participation of students in so many other types of activities. The entire 
student bodies of both schools came to campus and cheered their schools’ teams 
on as Dr. Everhart and Mr. Hall shared emcee responsibilities in order to 
announce the games and recognize students for their participation in the extra-
curricular activities. LHU HPE students supervised the students as they entered 
and as they exited and monitored the crowd during the event. HPE students also 
officiated and ran the scoreboard as well. Additionally, the Lock Haven University 
Bald Eagle mascot was present at the event, entertaining the children as they 
enjoyed cheering the schools’ basketball teams on as they played. A special 
highlight during a break between the boys and girls games was a dunking 
exhibition by LHU men’s basketball player, Cole Renninger.   Cole is a Central 
Mountain High School graduate who led the state of Pennsylvania in scoring his 
senior year of high school (over 27 points per game) before playing for Division 
One Lehigh University for two years before transferring to LHU. Additionally, the 
entire crowd rocked with the crowd favorite arena wave led by one of the 
elementary teachers.   
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HPE majors MacKenzie Livingston and Dontay Holder officiate the first game with HPE Majors 

Kendra Leisher, Bre Grove and Casey Taylor Supervising Children and Leading Cheers for over 

700 elementary students on LHU’s campus to participate in the collaborative event. 
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Teacher Education programs continue to achieve success at 
Lock Haven University, particularly in preparing high 
quality beginning teachers to enter the work force upon 
degree program completion.  Recently, we were told by a large 
school district that of all the 145 recent interviews they have 
completed for vacancies for the upcoming school year, LHU is 
one of two institutions in the state that impressed the district 
representatives the most in the quality of teacher candidates 
who interviewed.  That is a testament to the quality and 
diligence of the faculty in Teacher Education as well as to the 
work ethic and personal characteristics of the teacher 
education students who complete our programs at LHU.  We 
continue to receive positive comments from school districts 
across the state on how well Lock Haven University teacher 
candidates are prepared to teach!!   
After 6.5 years as Director of Teacher Education, I will be 

stepping down from the position to continue at LHU in other 

responsibilities.  It is my pleasure to announce that Dr. Denise 

Tyson will be stepping into the position for the AY 2016-17 

academic year.  It has been wonderful to work with the 

teacher education faculty and staff, the Deans, and the 

Directors of Student Teaching and Field Experience.  I 

especially have appreciated the opportunity to work with the 

secretary of the Teacher Education Office, Mrs. Kathy Blesh.  

Not only does she do excellent work in the Teacher Education 

Office, but she is an incredible person with a caring heart.  She 

puts students first and works so well with everyone.  I have 

watched students enter our office with high anxiety and 

depart feeling much better because Kathy Blesh was able to 

provide information and encourage them.  I am proud to say 

that she is my friend. Additionally, Patty Cozzi has been a 

From the Director of Teacher Education 
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tireless worker in the Office of Student Teaching and Field 

Experiences and I have enjoyed her collegial nature as a part 

of the team in Teacher Education at LHU.  Her work often 

goes unnoticed but I would say that she has contributed to the 

ongoing strength of Teacher Education at LHU in ways that 

are hard to describe.  I have enjoyed working also with the 

Director of Student Teaching and Field Experiences, Susan 

Young, and Dr. Meredith Seiler prior to Mrs. Young’s arrival.  

Both have collaborated in ways that have made my job so 

much easier, showing that Teacher Education is indeed a team 

effort at LHU.  Susan Young has continued to strengthen that 

position and work well with faculty in relation to field 

experiences and student teaching at LHU.  Her wealth and 

experience in student teaching and field experiences, 

combined with her personality, work ethic and creativity, has 

allowed that area to continue to provide quality placement 

opportunities for our teaching majors at LHU.  Another 

important person whom I would like to thank is Dr. Cindy 

Allen, who led the Institutional Report team and coordinated 

the NCATE site visit, both of which yielded extremely 

successful accreditation results.  Her professionalism, teacher 

education knowledge and experience, collaborative skills, 

work ethic and friendship made this incredible process go so 

well.   

I have enjoyed working with Dean Susan Rimby the last three 
years as well as Dr. Jane Penman as Interim-Dean prior to 
Dean Rimby’s arrival.  Teacher Education is in a good place 
because of the leadership from the Dean’s office and the work 
of the Teacher Education faculty and staff.  The Teacher 
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Education faculty and staff will continue to show integrity 
and to strive to strengthen the preparation programs and 
make sure that our teaching candidates seeking employment 
continue to be prepared as well as possible and show integrity.   
 

Whoever walks in integrity walks securely….. (Proverbs 

10:9a) 

 

 


