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Should I Continue With Student Teaching? 
 
All teacher candidates should consider the statements below before they continue with student 
teaching. It is well documented that teacher candidates who would have replied “YES” to any 
one of them have had serious difficulty successfully completing student teaching. Most times the 
student has found it necessary to withdraw from student teaching or be asked to leave the 
classroom by the cooperating teacher, principal or University Supervisor. 
 
A “YES” or “MAYBE” answer to any one of these statements is a strong sign that you should 
look at other ways to complete your degree. You need to be honest with yourself—even at this 
late time. History has shown that it is an even worse decision to continue and cause a great 
deal of grief to the youngsters, your cooperating teacher, your University supervisor, the 
Director of Student Teaching, and the Dean as well as yourself. 
 
The situations represented by these statements are based on years of experience with teacher 
candidates. They seem to be among the most significant considerations which can lead to lack 
of success. 
 

o I have moderate to serious doubts that I want to become a teacher. 

o I want to become a teacher but on my own terms, not the schools’ or University’s. 

o I have had weak participation experiences. 

o I have had discussion with faculty or others who have indicated that I might not be ready 

to student teach or that I might not have the skills, knowledge or natural abilities to 

become a successful teacher. 

o I don’t know how to write lesson and unit plans. 

o I have difficulty being organized and planning in advance. 

o I have a history of being irresponsible in my academic and personal life. 

o I have weak subject matter knowledge in the areas I will be student teaching. 

o I have a history of lateness with assignments, lateness to classes, or to other 

appointments. 

o I have difficulty expressing myself in writing. 

o I have poor interpersonal skills either with youngsters or adults. 

o I am not able to accept and act on criticism—especially negative feedback. 

o I am planning a significant, life-changing event before, during or immediately at the end 

of student teaching, such as: Getting married or moving-in with a partner, Expecting a 

child, Contemplating surgery. 

o I am in a stressful relationship with someone close to me. 

o I am struggling with a serious personal problem. 

o I have significant responsibilities other than student teaching which I have not yet been 

able to handle or delegate while attending college. 


