
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding  
Undergraduate Commencement Contingency Plans 

 

Why did you move Commencement? 

Due to a high probability of drenching rain, cold temperatures, and high winds it was decided to move to our 

contingency plan for everyone’s safety. 

Why two ceremonies? 

Unfortunately we do not have a facility that is large enough to accommodate all 800 graduates and their guests.  

Thomas Field House is our largest facility and allows us to split into two ceremonies. 

Why by last name instead of college or major? 

In order to keep it as smooth as possible for our graduates and their guests and to keep the two ceremonies 

balanced using alpha by last name made the most sense.  It becomes very complicated with dual degrees, 

minors, and secondary education majors to know which college a student belongs to PLUS most guests do not 

know the major/college and may get confused on what ceremony they should attend. 

Will guests still need tickets? 

Yes.  We split into two ceremonies so each graduate could still have their four tickets.  Overflow seating is also 

available (no ticket required) in Price Auditorium and the Parsons Union Building where a live webcast of the 

ceremonies will be shown. 

Can I choose to come to the first ceremony even though my last name is M-Z? 

No.  Graduates must participate in the appropriate ceremony.  Graduates are required to be in cap and gown 

and have their name cards when they arrive at Thomas Field House.  Names will be confirmed. 

What about handicap guests?   

Handicap (only) parking is available in the parking lots near Campus Drive.  Limited floor seating will be available 

for our handicap guests.  In the event that handicap parking is filled before the Ceremony 2 (M-Z), guests may 

park at the Parsons Union Building (PUB) and the trolley will transport handicap guests to the accessible door. 

Where should we park? 

Parking will be available in all campus lots.  Since the field house is centrally located we will not have busses and 

trolleys (except to transport handicapped guests).  Parking is available at Zimmerli, Rec Center and Willis Health 

Professions lots as well as all residence hall lots.  Parking on Campus Drive is reserved for handicap parking only.   

Why can’t we get into the field house until 11:30 for the second ceremony? 

We have done everything we can to ensure a rich and meaningful commencement ceremony to celebrate our 

graduates.  We will need the time to ensure that everyone from Ceremony 1 (A-L) has an opportunity to exit 

before allowing graduates and guests for Ceremony 2 (M-Z) to enter.  We appreciate your assistance in adhering 

to the guidelines and making the entire day flow as smoothly as possible!  Graduates and guests are welcome to 

wait in the Parsons Union Building (PUB).   


